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Overseas Nationals Registered to Work in Gloucestershire 

An Overview1 
 
Number of Registrations 

The number of overseas nationals registering for a national insurance number to work in 

Gloucestershire in 2016/17 was 3,649 representing a decrease of 5.3% on the previous year. 

This is the second year in a row that the number of registrations has decreased. However, 

Figure 1 shows that this number is still higher than for the period 2009/10 to 2013/14 when 

an average of 2,600 overseas workers registered to work per year.  

 
Figure 1: National Insurance Registrations in Gloucestershire, 2002/3 to 2016/17 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
1
 Source: Department for Work and Pensions 



 
Origins 

Figure 2 shows the number of national insurance registrations in Gloucestershire by world 

region from 2006/7 to 2016/17. The total number of registrations in 2016/17 was 16.2% 

lower than that for 2006/7.  The fall in registrations was greater for non-EU workers (16.2% 

lower) than EU workers (5.2% lower).   

In 2016/17 just under a third of all registrations (30.4%, 1,109 people) were from workers 

from EU2 countries (Bulgaria and Romania). Registration numbers for these two countries, 

which joined the EU in 2007, increased sharply in the two year period 2012/13 to 2014/15 

from 106 to 1,002.  

There were 985 registrations from EU8 countries in 2016/17 accounting for 27.0% of all 

registrations. The downward trend in total registrations from these countries continued in 

2016/17, with a fall of 61.0% from the peak in 2006/07 when registrations accounted for 

just under three fifths of all registrations (58.1%, 2,532 people).  

There were 825 registrations from EU15 countries in 2016/17 accounting for 22.6% of all 

registrations. Between 2006/7 and 2009/10, the number of registrations from these 

countries dropped from 518 to 333 before rising again to 936 in 2014/15. This increase 

between 2009/10 and 2014/15 was driven largely by increases in registrations from Spain, 

Italy and Portugal.  

Workers from Poland accounted for the largest proportion of registrations in the period 

2006/7 to 2016/17, totalling 10,563 people and representing 29.0% of all registrations in 

Gloucestershire. This was followed by workers from Romania (9.0%), India (4.5%), Slovakia 

(4.2%), and Spain (3.6%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 2: National Insurance Registrations by World Region, Gloucestershire, 2006/7 to 
2016/17 

 
 

Districts 

At district level, Cheltenham and Gloucester had the highest levels of overseas nationals 

registering to work from 2006/7 to 2016/17. The number of registrations in these two 

districts in 2016/17 was 1,117 and 1,140 respectively, representing 30.6% and 31.2 % of all 

registrations in Gloucestershire. Cotswold ranked third in the number of overseas workers 

registrations in the county (584 registrations, 16.0%). 

All Gloucestershire districts, apart from Cotswold, experienced a decrease in the number of 

registrations between 2015/16 and 2016/17. The fall was greatest in Tewkesbury (-18.1%) 

and smallest in the Forest of Dean (-0.8%). In Cotswold the number of registrations in this 

period rose by 10.8% from 527 to 584.  

Figure 3: National Insurance Registrations by District, Gloucestershire, 2006/07 to 2016/17 

 


