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Internal Migration Numbers 
In Gloucestershire, there was a general upward trend in both inflow and outflow of internal 
migration from and to the UK in the 10 years to 2004 before the flows started to slow down. 
Since 2012, however, internal migration increased again although it was difficult to 
determine how much of the increase was due to a change in the methodology introduced 
by the Office for National Statistics in 2012 to adjust calculations for students and children 
under one. 
 
In 2014, the latest year for which internal migration data was available, nearly 24,000 
people were recorded to have moved to Gloucestershire from the rest of the UK and around 
20,100 people left the County for the rest of the country. This resulted in the County gaining 
a total of 3,800 internal migrants during the year. The number was substantially higher than 
that recorded in 2013 (2,300 people) and considerably above the annual average net 
internal migration of around 2,200 people in the past decade. 
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Age Groups 
Gloucestershire has attracted a net inflow of population from other parts of the country in 
the past 15 years in all age groups, with the exception of the 15-29 year-olds.  The largest 
net inflow into Gloucestershire came from the 30-44 and 0-14 year-olds. In 2014, 
Gloucestershire attracted a net inflow of over 1,200 people aged 30-44 together with 
around 1,000 children aged 0-14 into the County. The next largest net inflow was from the 
45-64 age group (a net gain of approximately 900 people). Gloucestershire also continued to 
attract a net flow of older people aged 65+ into the area, averaging 300 people per year 
since 2001. 
 
By contrast, Gloucestershire generally experienced a net loss of internal migration among 
the 15-29 population as outflow of this age group exceeded inflow in most years. This age 
group was also the most mobile population in the County accounting for the largest number 
of movements every year, both in and out. In 2014, however, the County saw a net inflow of 
250 people aged 15-29, although it was too early to say if this was the beginning of a new 
trend or a blip. 
 

 
 

Districts 
Internal migration patterns varied between districts with Tewkesbury, Stroud and Cotswold 
experiencing a net gain of population through internal migration every year in the past 
decade. Districts that saw an increasing net inflow in the past year were Stroud, Forest of 
Dean and Tewkesbury. Contrary to the general county trend, Cheltenham experienced a net 
internal migration outflow in four consecutive years between 2010 and 2013 before it saw a 
small net gain in 2014.  It was also notable that the net inflow to Gloucester, the most 
populated district in Gloucestershire, had slowed down in recent years with the latest data 
for 2014 showing a net loss of internal migration for the first time. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Origins  
In Tewkesbury, the majority of internal migration inflow originated from other districts 
within Gloucestershire; 55.1% of the inflow during 2011-2014 were from within 
Gloucestershire with Cheltenham and Gloucester being the top origins. The proportion of 
inflow from within Gloucestershire was also high in Gloucester (46.9%) and Stroud (40.7%) 
in the same period. In contrast, the large majority of inflow to Cotswold was from outside 
the County, representing 82.8% of the total inflow over the period of 2011-2014, with top 
origins spreading from Wiltshire, to West Oxfordshire and Swindon.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

Destinations  
Data shows that districts that had a large percentage of internal migration inflow coming 
from within Gloucestershire tend to also have a high percentage of outflow going to areas 
within the County. For Tewkesbury, which had the highest proportion of internal migration 
inflow from within the County compared to other districts in 2011-2014, 44.6% of the 
outflow were to areas within Gloucestershire in the same period, with Cheltenham and 
Gloucester as the top destinations. Gloucester, Cheltenham and Stroud, where the levels of 
internal migration inflow from within Gloucestershire were also high, also had a high 
proportion of outflow leaving for other districts within the County (representing 47.7%, 
37.5%, 32.6% respectively). The graph below shows the top destinations for each district 
over the period of 2011-2014. 
 

 

 
 


